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PREFACE 


“Tana Varna” is an item usually rendered, at the beginning of a 
music concert. Since it employs a variety of Gamakas, it greatly 
helps the singer to train and facilitate the flexibility of the voice. 
Though it has, of late, started to lose currency among most of the present 
day singers, it occupied an important place in the concert repertoire 
without fail, until recently. Many Vaggeyakaras have composed Tana 
Varnas; while most of them were singers, some others were instrumentahsts. 
Nagaswara and even Tavil artists have a number of Tanavarnas, to 
their credit. The present volume consists of some of them, rare and 
so far unpublished and composed by few Nagaswara and Tavil Vidwans, 
exclusively. 

Koranadu Natesa Pillai, a great Nagaswara Vidwan and Guru of 
the ‘Pallavi Giant’, Chidambaram Vaidyanatha Pillai, is said to have 
composed about 126 Tanavarnas (the highest number of Varnas ever 
composed by a single author). He was attached to the Parimala 
Ranganatha Temple of Tiruvilandur (a locality in Mayuram) and his 

Varnas bear the ankita of the presiding deity. After his demise, the 

female members of his femily not knowing the value and importance 
of the manuscripts, conveniently used them leaf by leaf, as fuel for 
cooking. Chittoor Subramania Pillai, the then Principal of the Annamalai 
University ‘Music College, went to Natesa Pillai’s house, with 
Tiruppambaram Swaminatha Pillai, brought the remaining manuscripts and 
got them published by the University, inserting Tamil sahityas set by 
various Tamil scholars. The original sahityas were only in Telugu. But 

it is a matter of great regret that the above publication does not 

even bear the name of the Composer, Natesa Pillai! Few more leaves 
of Natesa Pillai’s manuscripts remained in tact with Chittoor Subramania 
Pillai, which were later copied by me. Those Varnas. with the original 
lyrics are brought out now in this volume. 

Ammachatram Kannuswami Pillai, a Tavil Wizard, who settled 
down, lived and died at Tiruvilandur, was also a singer, Nagaswaram 
Player, Jalatarangam artiste and Dholak player. He has composed some 
kritis, about six varnas and four Tillanas (among which the pieces in 
Vasanta and Mohanam are popular). One of his Tanavarnas in Ananda- 
bhairavi “Cheluda”, bearing the same ‘Sindhupuri Parimalaranga’ mudra, 
is included m the present work. 



Nagapattanam ‘Ra kti’Veeraswami Pillai, father of the legendary 
Nagapattanam Venugopala Pillai (Nagaswaram) was a prolific composer- 
Since his expertise was playing ‘Rakti’, the term got prefixed to his 
name. He had composed seven Tanavarnas, among which the Kalyani 
raga, Adi tala Varna ‘Vanajakshiro’ is very femous, though the name 
of the real author does not find a place in any work on 
music. The present work includes his Pantuvarali varna, “Sami Ninne ’. 
His manuscripts were preserved by his son, Venugopala Pillai and I 
was able to get them from the late Kottur Rajarathinam (Nagaswaram 
Vidwan), great grandson of ‘Rakti’ Veeraswami Pillai, 

I am much thankful to Mathur Sri M.R, Shankaramurthi for having 
happily come forward to publish these Tanavarnas. My gratitude in 
abundancels to Bangalore Sri K. Venkatram, Director, Percussive Art 
Centre, Bangalore, who was really instrumental to this humble effort. 

B.M. SUNDARAM 
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d ^ qj e d-ji 6 d 11 

ti q3-D JJ ^ qS Sj qS-S 6 

S t-do d d-odod I 

qsa ;-q3 do d q3 (dJa?i) 


[i5^0jri^;5^drt'^3 isddcSt sjj.doJjJsj'srlo^’S.] 
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sd&S^ 

9fi 

^ 

- S3s) ;-q! iiorfc5?> 
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• • • • • • • 

^ f^•.. 53^ ■ • ^ 



ri rii-ci. 
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19 


?! 6 r! &-6 

?! ?3 ?!-S qS d do-^ ?3 i^ 6 _to 

y ^ ^ ^0 

. ^ . e) dj2f d 
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